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t's mean and green, but the growling grass frog is under
threat due to a lack of water and the impacts of
urbanisation on its habitat. Reporter Jamle Doyle finds
put mare about Cardinia’s favourite amphiblan.

Fyou head out south of the Princes

Highwary in Pakenhim, you just mighl bear

adeep growding noiss

Ny’ e ot imagng i1 — the grow
nelongs to Cardinia’s own Lifovia ramiformis,
a1 rvaling grass o

Ecalngist and freq axpart Aaron Organ
wys e proveling grass o is & uniue
spacies native to Cardinia and other
nermanent wetlands ac ross most of Vickoria

'Despite the frog’s cannibalistic nature, it is not
dangerous to humans, and residents should be
careful not to destroy the frog, or its habitat.”

“The apscies iged b be ginte widkspread
n regione of Wictoria, bul in the past 10or 20
rears Hhey have declined quite markedly

Racent studias by the taam at Ecology
Pariners have revesded that anumber ol
significant populations of the frog remain in
he Fakenham area.

Raren says the growling griess leg isan
altractive species” of frog, varyng n colour
rom a brown or dull olive bo brighl emerakl
Jraan

Hiz says the groeding grass Frog, unlike
vthar spacies, can often be found basking in

the un or on vegedation around walter,
including Eam cams

“Likm the grovding grass frog, most frog
spedes lend to be active at night, but
‘grovilers’ can offen be seen and also heand
duaring the day.”

find, like othar frog species, the male
grosaling grass Inog Nas s own ke
calchery

“Ithas a unigue desp droning call —
‘crimwark-cravark-crok-
ok’

The carmibalistic log
eaks a vaniety of swamp life
rchuding bugs and gven
other species of frog.

“The provaling grass trog haes a ey
farocious appetita, and itwill 23t anything,
Ineluding sther frags,

“It's quile opportunistic. &rything could
Beeciome its nest meal,” says danen

Gardinia’s growling grass. frog came undar
the epothight early last year when

consbruction began on the Pakenham bypass.

Cardinia Councd’s manager ersironement
and heritage bn Shevenson Sad Ehe inital
planning for the Pakenham bypass first
beoaght the Frog to the council's allention

“Them are works in place [for the

Pakenham bypass project] Lo profect the
frog.

“lratial resaarch aboul [1he Trog] emirged
during the enviranmental effects statamand
oonfuched b VicHoack.”

A spokesman for VicRoads ays that pnor
tir ongtnazhion ol e biypass, VicRoads
underteok surveys to datarming frog
numibers and the impact of the bypess on e
qrowling grass frog population.

“WicH o redocabed all the frogs that wer
m danger bo nearby ematonmants, and is
cantinung to manitor the construction to
mike sure all the Troges ane proteched ™

He =ays thal as part of the project,
‘icRoads has also nstaled “lrog
underpassas’ so the growling grass freg can
Iranvel safiely beneath the medorway

lan says the council is atso looking at
winys It can help profect Cardinia’s fxvourite
frog

It is detinitely a sonilicant speaes for the
area, and has a strong hold hare:

“Pakenlaim has ong of the langest
populations, although thera are growling
qgrass frogs in areas like Craigebum and
Wymdham

"W are trying 1o plan for its survival. The

council & dieveloping a plan — a tangeled
survey and conserdation manajsment plan
Tor Pakentam's urban grosath coaridos

lan says thal despite the frog's
carmibalistic natune, it is ol danger ous 1o
hurnans, and residents should be carehd not
tia des by M frad, o its hahitat

“The more natural conditions wa ham for il
the better. Wi nesd to maintain ponds for
breeding. and consers natural wetlands for
e b 1o e in,

Aaron says tha growlng grass frog is a
nationaly vuinerable species — listed under
the: Gommamealih Emdronment Protection
and Biodiversity Consaration Act — with
deought imd urbanisalion key laclors inits
demiza.

The frog s abso ablecled by chylrid Tungus,
an amphibian dsesse that invades the
surtace laers of the frog's skin, caising
damage to the keratin ayer

“The prodenged drowghl = a big problem
which has certainly kmockad the frogs absout
fquate a hit, Ongaing urbanisation around
Melboume has akso led to local population
declines. Howaver, the destruchon of [the
Trog's] habital is the No. 1 cause of the
species dedine,” Aaron says.

Firgem Eog: The growling
grass g is native o
Cardinia; tha male frog
makes g deap growling
AHEa e albadt & mata,
Above: The frog varles
in codour from olivs to
emarald green.
Metures courtesy of
Haron Oegan and
Malbowrne Water.
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